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he Forest Prachices Program is
responsible for implementing the
Fire Hazard Reduction (™ Slash™) Law,
the Streamside Management Zone (SMEZ)
Law, and the Best Manacement Practices
(BMF) Notification Law These laws specify
measures designed to protect soil and water
resourees during tirnber harvesting operations
and to ahate fire hazards cansed by slash and
debriz from logoing.

he Slash Law requires any party planning

atimber harvest or certain timber stand
inprovernent activities on private lands to
enter into a Hazard Reduchon Agresment
(HEA) with DNRC Forestry. The application
for a HEA requests information on site
conditions and operator experience, and 1z
reviewed by DNEC to deterrnine whether one
or more site wisits will be required to ensure
compliance with forestry repulations and to
encourage compliance with voluntary forestry
BMP:z. DMNEC prowvides information on the
SME Law and BMPs to parties who apply for
aHEA as required by the BMP Notfication
Law

he Forest Practices Program also

provides information sbout the SMEZ
Law and BMPs by cosponsoning a number
of educational workshops each vear. The
program conducts bienmal audits to assess
the application and effectiveness of BLIPs.

Accomplishments
FY 2004

Informational packets mailed tolandowners 1223

Cn-site consultations 237

FPost-harvest evaluations B

Stream side Management Zone/Best Managem ent z
Practices workshops conducted

Alternative practices issued 24

Montana Department of Natural Resouirces and Conservation

Stream side Management Zone warnings issued

Regulations and BMPs
Protect Lives, Property, and
Resources

Aj:lumher of timb er management activities

an increase risks to life, property, and
resources if not conducted propetly Logoing
slash can pose awal dfire hazard, and thus ansk
to firefighter safety, lives, property, and natural
resources. Somne forest practices can cause soil
erosion and inpar water quality in the forest
streams that are critical sources of high-quality
water for Montanans However, through proper
forest practices it 1z posable to mitigate risks
and protect soil and water resources. [t was with
these facts in mind that the Montana Legislabure
enacted the Slash Law SMZ Law, and BLF
Motificahon Law By implementing these laws,
the Forest Practices Program promotes proper
forest practices, enabling timber harvests
and other actiwities to oo forweard without
detrimnental effects on important resources.




The Fire Hazard Reduction (“Slash”) Law

he Fire Hazard Reduction
(*5lash™) Law was enacted
to reduce wildfire risks from
untreated slash and debns. Any
party planning atimber harvest or
other commercial forest practices
oft private land must enter into
a Hazard Reduction Agreement
(HEA) wath DMEC and post a
hond which is refunded upon
completion of proper deanup
of slash from the operation.
HEA applicants also pay an
adrministrative fee, part of which
15 used to cover the administrative
costs of the program, and part of
which 13 used to suppott forestry
work by Montana State University
Extension Forestry.

[ i

shown i fhis phofo, pose a wildire
hemard,

he HE & application requests

information on the acreage
to be harvested, slash treatment
methods, site conditions such
as prozmity to strictures and
steepness ofslope, whether
hatrwest wall take place near
streams or other waterthodies,
whether roads wall be constructed,
and also asks applicants whether
they hawe previously received
information on the SMEZ Law and
BMPs.

Uhfredted slash piles, such a5 fhe one

Buriing 15 a common method of slash
i sposal

WEC reviews each HRA

application to identify “high
tr1sk™ logoing operations, to help
priontize pre-harvest and post-
harvest site wisits, Sites with
alow fire hazard nsk and low
rigk of SMZ damage may not
be inspected, wheteas sites wath
ahigh fire hazard andfor nsk
of SMEZ damage may recave
il tiple wisits

finalized HEA specifies a

ineline for completing sash
disposal, and the applicant 1z
1ssued aharard reduction number,
an important element in promoting
compliance with the law Dills
wall not accept logs or other
materials unless they are presented
wath a hazard reduction number.
The total quantity of wood to he
hatrvested 15 specified in the HE &
and the hazard reduction mumber
aso prowides ameans to verify
that the quantity of wood brought
to rrll 15 consistent with that
specified in the HREA

hen DMEC determines that
an applicant has propetly
disposed of dash as specified
i the HEA the applicant’s
hond money 13 released. [f an

applicant fails to comply wath

the conditions of the HEA, their
hond may be forfeited and used by
DNEC to properly treat the slash,
Compliance rates are wery high
(99%%).

Putting Slash 1o Good Use

Open buming 18 a cotntnon
method for dispoang of slash, but
is limited by restrictions on when
burning can take place, and has the
dizadvantage of producing smoke
and adversely affecting air quality,

One innowvative use for slash 1z

as a fuel to heat Montana schools.
The Fuels for Schoals project is

a cooperative effort of the UTSDA
Forest Service, DMEC, and
several Eesource Conservat on
and Development Areas. Darby,
WVictor, and Plallipshurg each have
a school wath a heating system
fueled by biomass from hazardous
fuels treatment projects, and five
other communities have completed
feasibility studies for sirmlar
hiomass heating systems.

Ernizsions from the modern hagh-
technology boilers used in the
hinmmass heating systems are far
less than from open burmng, and
compare favorably wath emissions
from natural gas fueled systems.
The schools make good use of

a renewable resource and save
thousands of dollars on heating
costs each vear

- .. |
Darhy mublic school Bomass heating
plemt.



The Streamside Management Zone Law

ontana’s forestlandz supply the state with

tnaty benefits, including acting as collectors,
filters, and distributors o f clean water on which
plants, ammals, and people depend. & Streamside
IManagement Zone (SMZ) 15 a buffer stnp ofland
adjacent to a stream thathelps protect the stream
and water quality. Fecognition of the impottance
of SMZs led the Montana Legi slature to enact
the SMZ Law as ameans to protect the integnity
of SMZs. While the buffer strip 15 referred to
generically as a SME, similar buffers protect other
waterhodies such as lakes and wetlands and are also
regulated under the law

he SMZ Law recognizes six important
functions of a SMEZ:

+ Filtering sediment to protect water quality
+ Providing shade to regulate stream temperatire

+ Supporting diverse and productive aguatic and
terrestnal ripan an hahitats

+ Protecting the stream channel and banks

+ Providing large, woody debns that helps
maintain channel structure

+ Promoting floodplain stability

How the SMZ Law Protects Montana's Strveams, Lakes, and Wetlands

he SMEZ Law protects the intesnty and

functi ons of the SMZ by regul ating the forest
practices that can take place within the zone. The
lawe prohibits seven forest practices in SMZs,
including broadcast burning, operating wheeled or
tracked welucles except on established
roads, clearcutting, construction of
roads except when necessary to cross a
streatn of wetland, improper handling,
storage, use, or disposal ofhazardous
of toxic substances, side-casting of road
maten al into watethodies, and deposit of
slash in waterbodies.

he SMEZ Law applies to forest

practices conducted within a timber
sale in a SMZ on private, state, or
federal lands When DMNEC Forestry receives an
application for a Hazard Reduction Actreerent,
agency staff review the application to determine
whether work wall take place in ornear a SME,

send a copy of the SMEZ Law and suidebook to
the applicant, and may conduct site wisits. The
cdebook contains detailed information to help
appli cants understand what areas are protected
and what practices are prohibited. Applicants
sometimes request an “alternative practice,”
an activity ordinanly prohibited in the SMEZ
The Forestry Practices Program reviews the
request and proposed fitization measures,
and conducts a site wisit. If arequestis
granted, conditions are specified to protect
SMEZ functions.

MZ inispections typically ocour in

conjunction with HREA inspections,
or when possible wiolatons ofthe law
are reported. [fviolations of the SMEZ Law
occur, DNEC may seek an injunction to suspend
operations, serve orders for site rehabilitation, or
seek a court order to fine the wiolator, Compliance
with the SMZ Law 1z 93%%.



Best Management Practices Notification Law

m Cooperative = Cost Saving s Effective

Forest Practices

Best Management Practices The use of voluntary BMPs The Forestry Practices
(BMFs) are practices rather than exclusive Program leads a biennial
that have been adopted reliance on regulations andit of the application and
to minitiize non-point saves money for the forest effectiveness of BMPs
source water pollution from industry and for Montana When the first audit was
forest practices, While not tazp ayers. Eegulations conducted 1 1990, 78%% of
required by regulation, would be far more costly practices met or excesded
the use of BMPs hasbeen to implement and enforce, BMP standards The most
wadely adopted by the and there 13 no assurance recent auditin 2004 found
forest products industry in that the lewel of resource that 97%% of practices met or
cooperation with DMNEC protection would increase. exceeded BIP standards,
Forestry.

How the Best Management Practices Notification Law Works

orestry Best Management Practices hawve on BMPs to applicants for Hazard Reduction
L provided guidance as minimum water Aoreements. DMRC Forestry dlso encourages
quality protection standards in Montana the use of BMPs by sponsoring several
since the 1970°s In 1987, the U.8. Congress workshops on BMPs and the SMZ each year
amended the Clean Water Act to address i conjunction wath the Montana Logging
non-poat sources of pollution, and directed Associaton
dl states to develop plans to address non-
pumr sources ofpollution. Rewised BMPs NRC™s biennial audits of the BMPs also
were developed for Montana in response provide an opportunity for education
to this federal directive and concem by the and cooperation among diverse stakkehalders,
Montana Legislature ahout the tmpacts of The audits are conducted by audit teams
furest practices on I'-PIl:untana watersheds comprised o f members from many
Since that time, the forest practice BMPs backerounds and interests. Team members
have been penodicaly reviewed and revised, become intimately farmiliar with how BIPs
and DNRC Forestry oversees a biennial audit are applied on the ground. Landowners,
of the application and effectiveness of BMPs. agency professionals, loggers, and other are

_ _ encouraged to attend audits to leam more
he BMP Motificati on Law requires ahout BMPs and their proper implementation,

DHMRC Forestry to prowde information

Informational Resources
About BMPs

wo publications wath information shout

BIPs and the importance of riparian
forests to wildlife are available from DNEC,
and may be provided to HEA applicants
as part of an information package Weader
Chicelity BALCs for Adomiana Fovests prowdes
extensive information shout BMPs and
llustrates a vanety of practices.




Examples of How BMPs Can Improve Forest Practices
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